
EOTA – OFATV MOU: Questions and Answers 

Below are a list questions and answers that we feel our riders, club directors and volunteers will have, 
regarding the agreement between OFTAV and EOTA for access to specific rail beds within the County of 
Hastings which will impact the current loyalty incentive for riders. This agreement will be voted on by 2 
voting delegates of each clubs within the Federation at a General Meeting. 
 
If you have further questions, please do not hesitate to contact your OFATV District Directors.  A list is 

available at our website at https://ofatv.org/about/  
  

What is the Loyalty Discount or Loyalty Incentive? 
The Loyalty Discount is a 3-year pilot incentive program that OFATV put in place in 2018 to encourage 
OFATV members to renew their permits before their prior permit expires.  By doing so, members could 
benefit from a $25 discount on their annual permit, and clubs could plan their operating budgets with a 
greater level of comfort in permit revenue. 
 

Where are the Hastings County trails? 
Hastings County trails represent 226 km of former railbeds including the Hastings Heritage Trail and the 
Trans Canada/CP Trail.  These trails represent a significant void in the current OFATV trail system.  
Having access to the Hasting County trails would providing a continuous trail between Renfrew County 
ATV Club, Coe Hill ATV Club and potentially to Northumberland District ATV Club trails, whereas riders 
currently require two permits (EOTA and OFATV) to ride this area of Ontario. This trail system also brings 
the riders closer to connections with some currently independent clubs. 
This connecting trail system will connect riders to 6221 km’s of OFATV trails (managed by existing OFATV 
clubs), to the rest of the OFATV Trail System. Without the Hasting trails, OFATV trails will remain isolated 
and disconnected, leaving riders unable to access their trail system without either purchasing an EOTA 
permit, or trailering.   
 

Why is this MOU with Hastings County being proposed?  
The vision of the OFATV is to have one trail access model available, from one sustainable organization 
that represents the interests of recreational ATVers in Ontario.  The OFATV Board have been focusing on 
expanding its members riding opportunities with a connected trail system through new club 
development and reciprocal agreements within Ontario, and with other provinces.    
The trails in Hasting County are managed by EOTA, under an exclusive EOTA-only access agreement. In 
the past the OFATV and the EOTA had a reciprocal agreement allowing members from both 
organizations to access their combined trails.  When OFATV introduced the loyalty 
discount, this reciprocal agreement was ended by EOTA.  OFATV has tried to reinstate the reciprocal 
agreement with EOTA.  The OFATV membership elected, by a majority, to cancel the loyalty discount if it 
meant greater continuous trail access in Ontario for the benefit of riders. Unfortunately, this was also 
not successful, and the EOTA ceased negotiations. 
Hastings County sees the trail tourism value that OFATV riders bring and therefore wants OFATV riders 
to have access their trails as well as EOTA.  In the absence of a reciprocal agreement for all EOTA trails, 
Hastings County has mandated EOTA to allow OFATV riders access to the trails EOTA manages within 
Hastings County.  This MOU represents that demand from Hastings County.  
 

Why is the OFATV loyalty discount being asked to be cancelled?  
EOTA, at the request of Hasting County, is willing to allow OFATV riders on trails in Hastings County, only 
if the 2 annual permits (OFATV/EOTA) are of equal price.   This would mean, for OFATV to continue to 
work in the spirit of greater riding opportunities for its membership, the loyalty discount incentive pilot 
would have to be cancelled. Both organizations would then have the same annual permit price without 
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an advantage to one or the other and it would allow the rider to choose which organization they 
preferred to join.  
 

What is the impact to cancelling the loyalty discount? 
The Federation has seen a decrease in lapsed memberships, although the provincial average of returning 
members who have taken advantage of the $25 incentive is only 26%.  The loyalty program is only one 
of the positive influences that has attracted riders to the OFATV and OFATV trails. Since the loyalty 
program was initiated in 2018, OFATV has enhancing the membership riding opportunities and added 
many new ATV clubs across the province, greatly increased the amount of trails, established a trail 
system mobile App and website QuadON, and established new partnerships with the provinces of 
Quebec, and now potentially adding an additional 226 km of EOTA trails to the OFATV trail system.  This 
MOU also paves the way for reaching out other Counties to establish access to trails not previously 
managed by an OFATV Club. We feel that riders would agree that the many benefits for OFATV 
members in our goal for a connected Ontario trail system will outweigh the loss of the loyalty incentive.  

 

Would the new Hasting Trails be shown on the QuadON mobile App and website?  
Yes they would be added the same as other trails with a land use agreement, lease or memorandum of 
understanding.   We would not however be responsible for providing Trail Wardens, signing or 
maintenance of the trails. EOTA will be responsible for trail signage to indicate where OFATV members 
can ride with an OFATV permit without trespassing. 

 

Does the agreement allow EOTA members access to ride OFATV trails?  
No.  While this was our original intent and hope, this is not a reciprocal agreement.  It is a Memorandum 
of Understanding to allow OFTAV members to ride on Hastings County trails. EOTA requested this MOU 
instead of a reciprocal agreement. 

 

Since EOTA declined the full reciprocal agreement, is there still a value for riders to end 

the loyalty incentive for the opportunity to access only some of EOTA trails? 
The OFATV is a provincial wide organization advocating for the sport of ATVing in the province of 
Ontario.  The full reciprocal agreement would have been our ideal solution, however there is still an 
opportunity for riders in this agreement.  This MOU provides OFATV access to 226km of rail trail, 
however we strongly believe this MOU will create even greater opportunities to add more trails and 
potentially new clubs.  We recognize that this MOU may not directly impact all riders across Ontario.  
We do hope however, that this agreement, along with our partner building at municipal conferences 
along with the advocacy work being done by OFATV at the provincial level at Queen’s Park will set a 
strong message that OFATV is willing to work with all parties to expand the ATV trail network. This, in 
turn, will open opportunities in those areas.  The EOTA walked away from the previous agreement, 
we are showing municipalities and decision-makers that we are willing to work with them to increase 
ATV tourism in their ridings.  
 

If approved by the OFATV board voting members, when would this take affect?  
A General Meeting of OFATV Clubs has been called for the end of August to vote on accepting this MOU 
and thereby ending the loyalty incentive.  Once all parties have signed the agreement, it would 
take effect immediately and the loyalty incentive pilot would be discontinued.  A communication would 
go out informing all members, vendors and permit volunteers of the potential change.  The transition 
period is anticipated to be short for riders given the MOU and change is effective with the signing of the 
MOU.  Transition for vendors and permit volunteers will extend 30-60 days for entering of permits.  


